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E-Learning with ILIAS
in an exotic discipline

Experiences from the

Department of African Studies
at the University of Cologne
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Course title

Metaphorical
usages of bodypart
terms in African
languages

back/
"behind/
after"

buttocks/
"below,behind"

head/
"on/above"

belly/
"in"



The course

- Motivations to organize the course

- Participants

- Opportunities of the project

- Difficulties

- Opportunities out of difficulties



  Motivation to organize the course

• Intention to intro-
duce e-learning in
the Department of
African Studies in
Cologne

• The co-operation
between Cologne
and Brazzaville
has become very
difficult as a result
of the civil war in
Kongo



• Intention to intro-
duce e-learning in
the Department of
African Studies in
Cologne

• Professors in
Brazzaville try to
re-establish their
university. They
accept support and
cooperation of any
kind from outside.

  Motivation to organize the course



• Active partners:
– Institut für Afrikanistik, Universität zu Köln

– Institut de Linguistique, Université de
Brazzaville, Kongo

• Highly interested:
– Department of Afrikaans and Linguistics,

University of Pretoria, South Africa
• Interested:

– School of Oriental and African Languages,
University of London

Participants



Participants



London

PretoriaBrazzaville

I L I A S

Engagement of Participants

Dept. of African
Studies, Cologne



Opportunities

ILIAS is used as a communication plat-
form rather than as a conventional learning
management system. This allows:
– cooperation at low costs
– close to synchronic cooperation, without

delay because of time and distance
– projects not only for professors but also

for students
– a new methodological facility:

telematic field work



Opportunities

ILIAS is used as a communication plat-
form rather than as a conventional learning
management system. It needs and allows:
– blended learning, i.e. content is taught

onsite in Brazzaville and in Cologne
– "seminar"-type of a course, not lectures
– only little theoretical background has to

be given on the platform



Difficulties

– Academic

– Technical

– Political



Academic difficulties

– general ignorance of e-learning and of
ILIAS among professors and students
at faculty/department/university level



www.homer.ilias.uni-
koeln.de/iliasdoc/doc/html/3.html

in my eyes that is
highly confusing!!!

www.greece.org/hellas/0.GIF/homer.gif





Academic difficulties

– general ignorance of e-learning and of
ILIAS among professors and students
at faculty/department/university level

– different conditions of studying in Cologne
and Brazzaville

• we have the libraries

• they know the languages



– ILIAS is slow

– ILIAS is not as easy to use as
proclaimed

– ILIAS does not have the facilities
necessary linguistic analyses of
examples

Technical difficulties



Students in Brazzaville

Em ail
helmapasch@t-online.de



– ILIAS is slow

– ILIAS is not as easy to use as
proclaimed

– ILIAS does not have the facilities
necessary linguistic analyses of
examples

Technical difficulties



Examples from Kikongo



• Text in Kikongo • Text in French

• Interlinear
translation

• Word-by-word
translation

dark blue dark green

light blue light green

Text, glossing, translation



Examples from Kikongo



Non-recognition of tables

Examples are represented as continuous
sequences of words:

1. Text in Kikongo  3. Text in French 2.

Interlinear translation 4. Word-by-word

translation



Characterization: as example



Preview



Characterization: as sourcecode



Preview
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